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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and in 
accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the document identified on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. A copy of the cited 
document is also enclosed. 
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REMARKS 

Applicant wishes to provide the Examiner with the following information 
regarding U.S. Patent Appln. Pub. No. 2003/0169349 Al ( Aoi. et aU . which was relied 
upon in the January 10, 2005 Official Action: 

(1) Applicant respectfully submits that Aoi. et al. 's priority application, 
Japanese Patent Application No. 10-061239 was published as 
Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 1 1-261937 on 
September 24, 1999 ("JP '937"). 

(2) Applicant also respectfully notes that JP '937's September 24, 1999 
publication date, while earlier than the April 5, 2000 U.S. filing date 
of the subject application, is later than the April 12, 1999 filing date 
of Japanese Patent Application No. 11-104544 filed April 12, 1999 
(the "priority application"), from which application the subject 
application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19. 

(3) Applicant has attached to the Supplemental Response being filed 
concurrently herewith a sworn translation of the priority application. 

An English-language Abstract for JP '937 was obtained from a commercial database and is 
also enclosed. 

FORMAL MATTERS 
Accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement is a check for 
$180.00 to cover the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(p). Any deficiency in or overpayment of 
this fee should be charged or credited to Deposit Account No. 06-1205. A duplicate copy 
of this paper is enclosed. 
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CONCLUSION 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the 
Examiner and that a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that such 
information has been considered. 

Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C., 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed 
to our address below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Attorney for Applicant 
Daniel S. Glueck 
Registration No. 37,838 
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Mail Stop Amendment 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is a Supplemental Response and an Information Disclosure Statement in the 
above-identified application. 



XI No additional fee is required. 



The fee has been calculated as shown below 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED 




CLAIMS 
REMAINING 

AFTER 
AMENDMENT 




HIGHEST NO. 
PREVIOUSLY 
PAID FOR 


PRESENT 
EXTRA 


RATE 


ADDITIONA 
LFEE 


TOTAL 
CLAIMS 


21 


MINUS 


24 


0 


x$25 
$50 


0 


INDEP. 
CLAIMS 


4 


MINUS 


4 


0 


x$100 
$200 


0 


Fee for Multiple Dependent claims $180/$360 




TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE 
FOR THIS AMENDMENT- 




0 
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I I Verified Statement claiming small entity status is enclosed, if not filed previously. 
I I A check in the amount of $ is enclosed. 

I I Charge $ to Deposit Account No. 06-1205. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 

□D Any prior general authorization to charge an issue fee under 37 C.F.R. 1.18 to Deposit Account No. 06- 
1205 is hereby revoked. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees under 
37 C.F.R. 1.16 and 1.17 which may be required during the entire pendency of this application, or to 
credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 06-1205. A duplicate of this paper is enclosed. 

I 1 A check in the amount of $ to cover the fee for a month extension is enclosed. 



X A check in the amount of $180.00 to cover the Information Disclosure Statement fee is enclosed. 



1 X| Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington office by telephone at (202) 530- 
1010. All correspondence should be directed to our address given below. 



Attorney for Applicant 
Daniel S. Glueck 
Reg. No. 37,838 
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